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Dear Sixth Grader, 

Welcome to sixth grade!  We hope you had an enjoyable and relaxing summer. The 
Team Two teachers are looking forward to a great school year with our new 
students.  The teachers in House 1 include Ms. Eakley (Science), Ms. Facchini 
(ELA), Mrs. Zorger (Math), Mrs. Alperstein—formerly Ms. Goldberg (ELA), and 
Mrs. Ethen (LBS).   Don’t worry, we will review your schedule with you on the first 
day!  In the meantime, here are a few notes from us! 

A Note from Ms. Eakley   
“What is the center of gravity?”   “The Letter V of course!”  I can hardly wait to 
share more fun science puns with you in class.  Albert Einstein once said, 
“Education is not the learning of facts, but the training of the mind to think.”  We are 
going to have a great year thinking, laughing, learning, and growing together!  One 
of my favorite things about 6th grade is getting to see all the new discoveries 
students make as they learn and grow in their independence!   This was a fun and 
very busy summer for me!  When I wasn’t working on home remodeling, I enjoyed 
biking, live music, and vacationing on a lake in Wisconsin!  I look forward to hearing 
about your summer adventures! 

A Note from Ms. Facchini 
Hi! I can’t wait to start the year at Highcrest! This is my fourth year at HMS, and 
my fifth year in education. My last name may look difficult to pronounce, but it 
rhymes with a lot of fun words (think zucchini!). This summer I relaxed outside, read 
new books, and enjoyed lots of time with my dogs, family and friends! Get ready to 
share some of the things you’ve read this summer and other fun stories. I’m so 
excited to meet my new students - we’re going to have a great year together!



A Note from Mrs. Zorger 
My name is Mrs. Zorger and this year I’ll be teaching four sections of Math and one 
section of Social Studies. I’m excited to meet my students and their families and look 
forward to a successful year! This will be my 4th year at Highcrest, 5th year in 
Wilmette, and 14th year in education. I love math and helping students make new 
discoveries. This summer I spent lots of time with my husband and 2 small children.   
We went to the beach in Delaware, relaxed on the shores of Lake Michigan, brought 
the kids to concerts in the parks, and enjoyed just being outside. As summer comes 
to an end, I hope you had a relaxing, exciting, and happy few months. I look forward 
to working together, and I know we will have a successful year. 

A Note from Mrs. Ethen 
Welcome to House 1!  I am excited to kick off an amazing school year and get the 
chance to know you.  This is my 2nd year at Highcrest as a Learning Behavior 
Specialist, and my 11th year teaching.  Summer is my absolute favorite time of the 
year, even though it always flies by too quickly!  I have enjoyed going on adventures 
and road trips with my family, relaxing lakeside in Minnesota, horseback riding, 
four-wheeling, and completing 3 graduate classes.  I can’t wait to hear how you’ve 
spent your summer.  Have a blast in your remaining days of summer vacation, and 
we will see you soon! 

Some Final Thoughts and Save the Date! 
As you are getting ready for the new school year, be sure to check out the school 
supply list posted on the Highcrest Middle School homepage. On the first day, you 
should bring your supplies unless you ordered the school supply kit.  Please tell your 
parents to mark their caIendar for Sixth Grade Curriculum Night on Thursday, 
September 12 at 6:00 pm.  They won’t want to miss it! 


